
WEST VIRGINIA:

Ata regular meeting of the Raleigh County Commission held on the 5" day of August, 2025 in the

Commission Courtroom thereof:

CALL TO ORDER

President Duckworth called the meeting to Order.

ROLL CALL

Present: Greg Duckworth, President

Linda K. Epling, Commissioner

Daniel Hall, Commissioner

Carl Roop, County Attorney
Jay Quesenberry, County Administrator

Billy Michael, Assistant County Administrator

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Meeting was opened with the invocation by Pastor Phylander Moon, Christlike Worship Center, Beckley
and the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

NEW BUSINESS

4,1 EXONERATIONS

Commissioner Epling moved to approve 32 exonerations, 10 cancellations and 3 refunds for personal
and 22 exonerations, I cancellations and 0 letters of correction for real property as presented

.
Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.

4.2 BUDGET REVISIONS

None

4.3 OPEN BIDS FOR DILAPIDATED BUILDINGS GRANT P GRANT)

The bids to demolish and dispose of the trash and debris for 9 projects of the Property Safety Agency were

opened and referred to Detlef Ulfers for review and recommendations.

(SEE EXHIBIT B)

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to accept the bid of $7,500.00 by Tom’s Tear Down and

Take Away for the demolition and disposal of all structures for AB at 121 Omack Street and 4621

Tam’s Highway, Ury. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT B)

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to accept the bid of $4,250.00 by Tom’s Tear Down and

Take Away for the demolition and disposal of all structures for AB504 at 314 Glendale Road, MacArthur.

Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT B)

 



A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to accept the bid of $4,800.00 by Tom’s Tear Down and

Take Away for the demolition and disposal of all structures for AB522 at 128 Zion Lane. Beckley.
Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT B)

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to accept the bid of $2 00 by Tom's Tear Down and

Take Away for the demolition and disposal of all structures for AB744 at 38 Lake Road. Daniels.

Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT B)

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to accept the bid of $4,000.00 by Empire Salvage for the

demolition and disposal of all structures for AB746 at 299 Maple Road. Fairdale. Seconded by
Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT B)

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to accept the bid of $4,000.00 by Empire Salvage for the

demolition and disposal of all structures for AB749 at 227 Wayne Street. Sullivan. Seconded by
Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT B)

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to accept the bid of $4,000.00 by Empire Salvage for the

demolition and disposal of all structures for AB752 at 132 Thrasher Road, Eccles. Seconded by
Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT B)

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to accept the bid of $4,000.00 by Empire Salvage Away fi

the demolition and disposal of all structures for AB755 at 133 Pollard Lane, Maple Fork. Seconded by
Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT B)

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to accept the bid of $6,000.00 by Tom’s Tear Down and

Take Away for the demolition and disposal of all structures for AB757 at and 229 Landsing Street,

Maple Fork and 108 Phillips Lane, Maple Fork. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried

unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT B)

4.4 UPDATE FROM JERRY FARLEY GENERAL MANAGE THE COOL RIDGE/FLAT TOP PSD

Jerry Farley. General Manager for the Flat Top Public Service District presented an overview of the

ess on the projects. The White Oak project has been completed. The Ellison Ridge project design
i

@ completed and scheduled to begin in the Fall of 2026. In the future, they hope to install new meters to

assist in finding leaks.

(SEE EXHIBIT C)

4.5 CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF A COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS GRANT IN THE

AMOUNT OF $192,277

Commissioner Epling made a motion to approve the Community Corrections Grant in the amount of

$192.277.00. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimou

(SEE EXHIBIT D) 



4.6 CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GREGORY A. DUCKWORTH TO ENTER
INTO A CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT TO RECEIVE AND ADMINISTER GRANT FUNDS FROM
THE DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES, JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

Commissioner Epling made a motion to approve the Resolution read by Jay Quesenberry authorizing
Gregory A. Duckworth to be in a Contractual Agreement to receive and administer Grant Funds from the
Division of Administrative, Justice and Community Services. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion

carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT E)

4.7 CONSIDERATION OF A $1000.00 GRANT TO THE WVU TECH ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to approve a Grant for $1000.00 to West Virginia University
Tech Athletic Boosters. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT F)

4.8 CONSIDERATION OF GRANT FOR THE EMERGENCY SHELTER AT PENTECOSTAL
FREEDOM CHURCH AT 7496 CLEAR FORK ROAD IN COLCORD, WV FOR A SEPTIC SYSTEM NOT
TO EXCEED $14,000.00

Commissioner Epling made a motion to approve a Grant in the amount not to exceed $14,000.00 for a

septic system located at Colcord. WV for the Pentecostal Freedom Church's Emergency Shelter. Seconded

by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT G)

4.9 CONSIDERATION OF A ROAD CLOSING APPROXIMATELY 925 FEET OF MAIN STREET AND

VIRGINIA STREET AND 150 FEET OF AN UNIMPROVED ALLEY IN PEMBERTO

Upon the recommendation by Billy Michael. Assistant County Administrator. Commissioner Epling made

a motion to approve the closing ofthe 925 feet of Main Street and Virginia Street and also an unimproved
ally located in Pemberton, WV. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT H)

4.10 CONSIDERATION OF A GRANT FOR $35,000.00 FOR THE DOLLY

LIBRARY PROMTING EARLY LITERACY AND SCHOOL READINESS FOR CHILDREN FR

BIRTH TO AGE 5

Commissioner Epling made a motion to approve a $35.000.00 Grant for the Dolly Parton Imagination
Library: conded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously. Bill Roap. County Attorney
states the Grant will also assist children affected by the opivid epidemic.
(SEE EXHIBIT 1)

4,11 CONSIDERATION OF DRAWDOWN NO. 18 ON THE PINEY VIEW/BATOFF MOUNTAIN SEWER
PROJECT FOR THE NORTH BECKLEY PSD IN FHE AMOUNT OF $48,410,32

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to approve the Drawdown 418 in the amount of $48.410.32
for the Piney View: Batoff Mountain sewer Project for North Beckley PSD engineering. legal. and
administration cost. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimousiy.
{SEE EXHIBIT J)

 



4,12 CONSIDERATION OF DRAWDOWN NO. 3 ON THE PINEY VIEW/BATOFF MOUNTAIN SEWER
PROJECT FOR NORTH BECKLEY PSD IN THE AMOUNT OF $110,675.57

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to approve Drawdowr in the amount of $110.675
the Piney View/Batoff Mountain sewer project for North Beckley Public Service District pipe expansion.
Seconded by Commissioner Hall motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT K)

4.13 CONSIDERATION OF PAY REQUEST NO.1I FOR WATER LOSS ANALYSIS AND SYSTEM
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT FOR THE COOL RIDGE/FLAT TOP PSD IN THE AMOUNT $3,990.00

A motion was made by Commissioner Epling to approve Drawdown #] in the amount of $3,990.00 for the
Cool Ridge/Flat Top Water Loss Analysis and system improvements. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and
motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT L)

OLD BUSINESS

Commissioner Duckworth advised the following business needed to be addressed. which had been tabled
from prior meetings:

MOUNTAINER FOOD BANK REQUEST OF $5,000.00 - Commissioner Epling made a motion to

accept Mountaineer Food Bank request of $5,000.00. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried
unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT M)

PINEY CREEK WATER SHED ASSOCIATION REQUSTED A GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF
$35,200.00 FOR SEPTIC SYSTEMS - Commissioner Epling made a motion to approve the Grant in the
amount of $35.200.00 to Piney Creek Water Shed Association for septic systems. Seconded by
Commnissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT N)

WHITESVILLE AMBULANCE SERVICE REQUSTING A $20,000.00 GRA R SUPPLIES -

Commissioner Epling made a motion to approve a Grant in the amount of $20.000.00 for supplies.
Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT

JUST FOR KIDS - Commissioner Duckworth postponed Just for Kids until further information is

presented. Unknown requested amount.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

TRAVIS KIBLINGER with the Litter Crew. provided an update on the amount of trash collected in July
2025.

(SEE EXHIBIT P)

WV COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT HUB — Grace Lawson, Community Coach with WV Community
Development Hub is requesting on behalf of the USDA Royal Community Development Initial Grant.
Lawson has two requests: 1) A Letter of Support backing the Project. 2) Commitment of Match Funding in
the amount of $19,500.00 paid out in the course of 3 years. $6,500.00 per vear. Commissioner Epli
made a motion to provide the Letter of Support for the HUB. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion
carried unanimously.

 



THE HOPE DEALER PROJECT/WEST VIRGINIA GOES PURPLE CAMPAIGN — Amanda
Hammons with West nia Goes Purple Campaign wished to raise awareness for those in substance
recovery. Hammons had two requests: 1) A Proclamation of Support to be signed by this Commission and
2) requesting $500.00 to $1.000.00 for the materials to show the community’s support in purple ribbons,
purple lights, and community events. Commissioner Epling made a motion to accept the Proclamation read
by Jay Quesenberry in Support of the WV Goes Purple Campaign. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and
motion carried unanimously. Thereafter, Commissioner Epling made a motion to approve $1,000.00 to be
given for the light bulbs and ribbons to show the support of this Campaign. Seconded by Commissioner
Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT Q)

CRAB ORCHARD PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT - Kenny Meador with the Crab Orchard PSD

provided an update on the Harper/Eccles Project. Due to project increases this project has been placed on

hold until more funding is available.

ACADEMY-CAREERS & TECHNOLOGY- Charles Pack, Director of Career Technical Education
provided information about the top Vocational Schools and the 100% free programs that are available to

West Virginia adults through the Vocational School. Kevin Bolen, the Adult Coordinator, expressed the
programs have a very high successful completion rate at 97

MINUTES

Commissioner Epling moved to approve the June 17. minutes of this Commission, Seconded by
Commissioner Hal] and motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Epling moved to approve the June 25 Special minutes ofthis Commission. Seconded
by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimoush

Commissioner Epling moved to approve the July 1. 2025 minutes of this Commission. Seconded by
Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Epling moved to approve the July 15, 2025 minutes of this Commission. Seconded by
Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.

VACATION ORDERS

Commissioner Epling moved to approve the Vacation Orders from July 15, 2025 to August 4, 2025,
inclusive. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried unanimously.
(SEE EXHIBIT R)

FINAL ACCOLNTINGS AND WAIVERS OF FINAL SETTLEMENT

The Objections and Exceptions of the Fiduciary Supervisor were read into the minutes.

ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Epting moved to adjourn this meeting until the next regular scheduled meeting ofthis
Commission on August 19, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. Seconded by Commissioner Hall and motion carried.

President

 


