RALEIGH COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
MINUTES
December 18, 2025

Mike Tyree called the meeting of the Raleigh County Planning and Zoning Commission to order. The meeting
began with roll call and the members present were Gavin Ward, John Houston, Tim Kosut, Jim Wood and Gary
Thompson.

Minutes — John Houston made the motion to approve the minutes of the November 20, 2025 meeting, second by
Jim Wood and the motion carried.

Map Recordation:

Tom Almond presented a map for a minor subdivision for property located in the Town District, Tax Map 19,
Parcel 38. After discussion, Tim Kosut made a motion to approve the proposed subdivision, second by Gavin
Ward and the motion carried.

Public Hearing: Empire Property Inv — petition to rezone 2.477 acres from R1 to B1.

Kevin Reedy called for a motion to go into the public hearing, motion was made by Gavin Ward, second by Jim
Wood and the motion carried. Jacob Fink presented a map requesting rezoning from R1 to B1 for property located
in the Shady Spring District, Map 7, Parcel 13. Residents of the neighborhood spoke in opposition of the
rezoning. Following the discussion, Kevin Reedy called for a motion to close the public hearing. John Houston
made a motion to close the public hearing, second by Jim Wood and the motion carried. Gavin Ward stated that he
had done legal work for Mr. Fink and he would not be voting on this because he feels it would be a conflict of
interest. Kevin Reedy called for a motion for all in favor of approving the petition. Gary Thompson made a motion
to approve the rezone to commercial. John Houston said he would possibly support this if there were some
restrictions on future uses but as it stands now, he is opposed but would revisit it if there were some tight guidelines
and respect for the community. The remaining board members voted against the request. The board’s
recommendation to deny the rezoning will be presented to the County Commission for final decision in the public
meeting on January 6, 2026 at 10am.

Public Hearing: Ordinance — Update on Vape Shops.

Kevin Reedy called for a motion to go into the public hearing, motion was made by Gavin Ward, second by Jim

Wood and the motion carried. The board reviewed the proposed additions to the vape shop ordinance.

e Church, bus stop, public playgrounds/parks or any other business or facility where more than 75% of the
business’ function is youth related.

e Flags or inflatables will count as signage.

e  Windows must be tinted to obscure view from outside

Discussion took place regarding the wording for bus stops. Gavin Ward made a motion to amend bus stop to

commercial bus stop, the motion was second by Jim Wood and the motion carried. Kevin Reedy called for a

motion to close the public hearing, motion was made by John Houston, second by Jim Wood. Kevin Reedy

called for a motion to approve the updates. John Houston made a motion to approve the updates, second by Jim

Wood and the motion carried. The board’s recommendation to approve the updates to the vape ordinance will be

presented to the County Commission for final decision in the public meeting on January 6, 2026 at 10am.

Old Business:
Serinity Ridge — No discussion, to be continued to the next meeting on January 15, 2026.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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