
RALEIGH COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

MINUTES

July 16, 2026

Mike Tyree called the meeting of the Raleigh County Planning and Zoning Commission to order.
The meeting began with roll call and the members present were Gavin Ward, Kevin Reedy, Gary
Thompson, John Paul Houston — joined via phone and Detlef Ulfers. Alternate.

Minutes:

Gavin Ward made the motion to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2026 meeting, seconded by
Kevin Reedy. The motion carried.

New Business:

Christy Demuth with the WVU Land Use Law Clinic was in attendance and provided an

overview of key considerations related to the county’s zoning framework. Discussion included
the following points:
e The zoning map represents current law, while the Future Land Use Map serves as a legally

defensible guide for future zoning decisions and does not alter existing property rights.
The Future Land Use Map is based on the zoning map and is intended to outline how land

should be used over the next ten years to support the county’s long-term vision.

Current issues with the zoning map were identified, emphasizing the need to ensure

consistency between the Future Land Use Map and future zoning updates.
Areas of land-use conflict within the county were discussed, including:
— Potential commercial and industrial zoning
~ Industrial development near the airport
~ Public safety strategy and transportation grant alignment
~ Social and environmental considerations

Next steps: Christy requested photos and a color scheme for the final plan.

Old Business: Still Meadows/ Phase 3: No discussion took place on the subdivision.

Adjournment: The meeting concluded with a motion to table the public hearing until the next

meeting on August 20, 2026. 


